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upon the spot and according to his own fancy. His
generals will never be anything but adjutants, his coun-
cillors anything but clerks, his finance-ministers any-
thing but tax-gatherers, his allies among the German
princes anything but his slaves."

Frederick's whole career is a vindication of this
estimate.

Already, both in Silesia and in Europe, good
progress had been made. No Austrian armies dis-
puted Frederick's advance, for Charles VTs grandi-
ose projects had denuded his home provinces of
troops. The natural defences of Silesia, too, were all
on the wrong side. Mountains formidable though
by no means impassable screened it from loyal Bo-
hemia and loyal Moravia, and thus blocked the di-
rect paths to Vienna. Only a few hills and streams
barred an attack from the side of Saxony and no
natural obstacle intervened between Breslau and
Berlin. The strong portal looking towards Prussia
was Glogau, which closed the Oder, the great natu-
ral highxvay of Silesia. Breslau, the capital, a city
which Frederick could praise as the finest in Ger-
many, was too big to be a fortress by nature and too
independent to be made one by art. In the main
Protestant, and therefore ill-disposed towards Aus-
trian rule, it stood firmly upon its right to provide for
its own defence and refused to receive a garrison.
Glogau was therefore the only formidable fortress in
Lower Silesia, the half of Silesia where Protestant
feeling was strongest and which was most exposed
to the Prussian invasion. The south-eastern half,
Upper Silesia, contained two other strong places of